
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



WJl May 24,1901 

COLOMBIA. 

Report from Panama — Season of drought. 

Panama, Colombia, April 29, 1901. 

Sib : I have the honor to inform you of the following unusual condi- 
tions existing here that are likely to affect the .health of Panama : 

The dry season which generally sets in about the last of January each 
year and continues until the first part of May, has been in progress since 
the first part of November last past. It is now over five months since 
we have had any water fall of any amount. In consequence of this lack 
of rain the water supply is becoming dangerously short. Wells in the 
city that were never known to go dry before are furnishing no water at 
all, and there are days when it is difficult to buy water from the water 
carts in the streets. Since the drains and sewers of the city depend 
entirely upon the fresh- water supply it may be readily seen what a water 
famine will mean in Panama. 

The general health of Panama has not suffered from these conditions 
so far, but unless there is rain soon I fear an unhealthy state of affairs 
will follow. 

There has been very little yellow fever during the past few months. 
So far there have been reported only 2 cases and 1 death. Of late there 
have been several cases of smallpox but I understand them to be isolated. 
Of this latter there have been reported something like 8 cases and 4 
deaths. The exact facts are not obtainable. 

Eespectfully, Fbanoisco Gudgeb, 

Vice Consul- General. 

Hon. Assistant Secbetaby of State. 

Eeportsfrom Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Bocas del Tobo, Colombia, May 8, 1901. 
Sib : I have the honor to forward the following report of the work 
done at this port for the week ended Tuesday, May 7, 1901, inclusive. 
The following vessels have cleared from this port during the week : 
May 1, Norwegian steamship John Wilson, Olsen, master ; crew, 17 ; 
no passengers ; for Mobile, Ala. May 3, Norwegian steamship Bodo, 
Johannesen, master ; crew, 16 ; no passengers ; for Mobile, Ala. May 
4, Norwegian steamship Harold, Halvorson, master ; crew, 17 ; no 
passengers; for Mobile, Ala. May 5, Norwegian steamship Banes, 
Fronstad, master ; crew, 16 ; no passengers ; for Mobile, Ala. 

The health of this town and the surrounding country is very good, 
so far as I am able to learn. With the exception of 1 death from 
senile exhaustion, I have been unable to learn of any other deaths 
during the past week. Deaths are not required to be officially reported, 
hence the difficulty in gathering information in that line. 

Eespectfully, Paul Ostebhotjt, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Subgeon-Genebal, 

77. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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